The Testimony of God
I John 5:9-13
Introduction:
I. The Superior Testimony of God - 5: 9

Argument is: A fortiori – from the lesser to the greater.
Hebrews – Jesus is better than the angels, men, prophets, and priests. His priesthood, covenant, tabernacle are better.
A. We Receive the Testimony of Men

“If” assumes it to be true. 
Verses 7-8 looks back at men: at John, John the Baptist, the apostles and verses 10-11 looks forward to God.
We don’t always receive the testimony of men, but generally we do.
B. The Testimony Of God Is Greater

1. Because of Who He is - He is truth. He has to swears by Himself.
2. Because of what He knows - About His Son. He has known Him from eternity past.
II. The Response of Men - 5:10

A. If He Believes the Testimony of God.
“Believes in” is seen often in the Gospel of John - 1:12; 2:11, 23; 3:16.18.36. John’s favorite way to convey the idea of faith in Jesus for eternal life. {2:23; 8:30; 12:42 not withstanding}
 “Believing in” is identical in force with the idea, “believing that Jesus is the Christ”.
Each one is used to express the means of receiving eternal life.
1.  He has eternal life (See v. 11)

2. He has the Testimony in himself.
When a person exercises faith, he “has the testimony in himself”, that is: God’s testimony about His Son is internalized.
The believer heard it, believed it and it became a lie-giving seed planted within the believer.

I Peter 1:23

“having been born again, not of ﻿﻿corruptible seed but ﻿﻿incorruptible, ﻿﻿through the word of God which lives and abides ﻿﻿forever”.
Luke 8:11-15 – Parable of the Sower

The seed is the Word of God

The ground on which it falls is the human heart. 

B. If He Does Not Believe The Testimony of God.
1. The Results: He calls God a liar
If he does not believe what God says, in effect, he is calling God a liar.

See 1:10﻿
“If we say that we have not sinned, we ﻿﻿make Him a liar, and His word is not in us”.
So, if you disagree with God, you are calling Him a liar.
At the end, who will be the liar?
2. The Reason: He has not believed the testimony of God concerning His Son. He has not believed, period.
Note what he does not say:
“Head or heart belief”;

“Faith that yields to God instead of intellectual belief”
Once you have understood the message the only question is:
Is it true or false?

Do you believe or not?

III. The Testimony of God - 5:11-12

A. The Content - 5:11
“This is the testimony” covers both verses.

They constitute the testimony of God concerning His Son.

Note: this book is not a gospel tract.

It is written to people who know the truth:
1 John 2:21 ﻿
“I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it…”
Also 2:12-14

I write to you, little children, because ﻿﻿your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake. I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is ﻿﻿from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you have overcome the wicked one. I write to you, little children, because you have ﻿﻿known the Father. I have written to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because ﻿﻿you are strong, and the word of God abides in you”.
So the testimony of God is written to Believers.
Not in terms of what could be true, if they were to believe. But what is actually true because they have believed, i.e. not an offer of eternal life but a confirmation of eternal life.
1. God has given us eternal life. - 11
Past tense – “has given”
NOT
Future tense – “will give”
Questions:

How long is eternal? Forever!
If you now have eternal life, when and under what conditions could you not have eternal life?
Since the antichrists taught that Jesus was not the Son of God (2:22), they would naturally also teach that there was no eternal life in Jesus. So, John affirms that:
2. This life is in His Son.
Life is found in Him and nowhere else!
B. The Response - 5:12
1. Have the Son – have life

“Having the Son” is not in John’s gospel. 
The concept is in 14:6 – “If Jesus is the life, then the one who has life also has the Son”.
It is phrased this way to cut off any suggestion that this life can be found anywhere else.
Conversely,
2. Have not the Son – have not life
This includes every person:

Who lived in John’s day
Who lives now or 
Who will live in the future.
Who lives in the USA,
Who lives nearby,
Who lives far away.
Who has heard of Jesus every day,
 Who has heard of Jesus once,
Who has never heard of Jesus.
IV. John’s Purpose in Writing – 5:13

A. Written About: (subject)
“” (these things) refers not to the entire epistle but to the preceding verses, 6-12.
This is in keeping with the way John has used this word “” (these things) throughout the epistle.

John uses this word three other times:

In 1:4 - refers back to 1:1-3.
In 2:1 - refers back to 1: 5-10.
In 2:26 - refers back to 2:18-25.
In 5:13 - refers back to 5: 6-12.
So, John’s purpose in writing 5:6-12 is stated in v 13.

“…the world conqueror is the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. When he believes this, he is believing in the one indivisible Person of Jesus, Whose Messianic coming was marked by His baptism and His death. To this reality, witness has been borne by the Holy Spirit and the historical events of the baptism and death themselves. God has given additional testimony to His Son. His additional testimony assures us that He has imparted eternal life to us in His Son. It follows from this, that those who have believed in the Son’s name can know, on God’s testimony, that they indeed have eternal life.
B. Written to: (Addresses)
“you who believe in the name of the Son of God,”  i.e. “you believers”
Note: he does not say, “to those of you who believe” as though some of them do not believe.
He Is Writing To Believers!
C. Written for: (Purpose)
To remind them of the reason they had assurance in the first place. 
What had they believed?

1. John 3:16
OR

2. Somebody messed with their heads, and some of them began to doubt.

Even when you doubt, you are still secure.

There’s a difference between security and assurance. 

Security depends on what God has done.
Assurance depends on your understanding of what God has done.

John is working on their assurance. Not their security.

Conclusion:
